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Cautions

Also use adequate ventilation when working with glue or paint.

Always wear your safety glasses when you are working with CA glues and 
when cutting, shaping, or snipping parts and when painting.

Kit contains small and/or sharp parts
      NOT SUITABLE FOR CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 14

www.frenchmanriver.com

PO Box 86
Frenchman River Model Works

Thank you for purchasing this kit. We hope you enjoy building and displaying Apex Tractor 
Repair as much as we have enjoyed producing it. If you have any questions or comments, 

please email us at: frenchmanriver@gmail.com or send a letter to the address below.

        © 2009 Thomas Yorke           © 2022 James and Anna Cleveland

Made in the USA

Langdon, ND 58249

Frenchman River Model Works reserves the right to change or alter this kit without prior 
notice. This kit, its contents, and its packaging are all ©opyright protected.

(701) 256-2129

O/On30 (1:48) Scale Kit #5255

We offer a wide selection of Dr Ben’s products as well as many detail parts to 

complete your scene. 

All these items are available separately at:

www.frenchmanriver.com
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"The prototype for this structure is a WW2 Quonset hut. These 

unique buildings were easily attained from Military Surplus right 

after the war. My version has a concrete façade added to make it 

look more like a conventional building." ~Thomas Yorke

Frenchman River Model Works O/On30 1:48 Scale Apex Tractor Repair

the swamp cooler atop the roof at the center. Add a vent pipe at the rear. See 

drawings. Now let’s continue painting. The cooler was left in gray and simply 

weathered with brown stain. The side door was treated to match the wall against 

which it sits. I continued with the brown rust. The rear windows were glazed and 

glued in place. The front doors were added and the runner atop was added from 

styrene and painted. It was then time for dry pigment rust. This was applied liberally 

over the dark brown paint splotches. All was sprayed with dulling spray. The vent was 

added to the roof and painted. The decals were cut out after spraying lightly with 

dulling spray. These were applied and after set were sprayed once again with dulling 

spray. A final dusting around the base was applied using Rotten Stone and adhered 

with dulling spray. Paint and add the spare tractor wheels and embellish to your 

heart’s content with old and new tractors and parts scattered about the grounds.

Designed and 

mastered by 

Thomas A Yorke

Produced by 

Frenchman River 

Model Works

D e s i g n e d !

model assembled and painted by
James & Anna Cleveland 

Frenchman River Model Works 

http://www.frenchmanriver.com


4. The Paint. (*original Thomas Yorke instructions resume here) Give the whole 

structure an overall coat of gray undercoat. Paint the steel doors, A/C and rear 

windows while you’re at it. I used acrylic Buttermilk for the front walls (both sides) 

and roof. The rear wall was left in gray and stained with brown rust/dirt. I then 

taped off the bottom 1” around the sides and the front. This was painted acrylic 

Hauser Green Light. The front doors were also painted this color. I mixed up some 

very dilute dark brown wash and used it over the metal parts of the building. Just 

light washes. When finished, I added straight dark brown with a tiny brush point of 

water to help it flow in areas where rust would occur. At edges of panels and dripping 

from projections. See photos. We’re not quite finished but let’s move on first.

5. The Details. The side auxiliary door can now be added. Use CA adhesive. Fashion 

a roof piece from scrap styrene. The door can be placed wherever one desires. Add 

2. The Floor. (*We have significantly changed the original assembly design from 

Tom’s original instructions for easier assembly. What follows is Frenchman River 

assembly instructions.) We have included 2 thick card pieces for the floor. These get 

glued together in the center to form a 5.125” x 7” rectangle floor/base. Glue the 

rear wall in place making sure it is square and even with the end of the floor. Glue the 

front wall assembly to the other end of the floor making sure it is square and even. 

Cut the 1/8” square lumber to fit between the front and rear walls. Glue these pieces 

to the top edges of the floor and between the front and rear walls. Using one of the 

included roof pieces, measure and determine where the center arch brace needs to 

be glued. Be sure that both roof pieces will be supported by this center arch brace.  

Glue the center brace down to the floor with the notches on either side 

accommodating the 1/8” square lumber. Cut and fit the remaining 1/8” square lumber 

piece to fit between the front wall backer at the top and the center arch support 

and another piece to fit between the back wall and the center arch support to 

provide a top brace between these 3 resin pieces. 

3. The Roof. This may be a good time to paint the interior of your building as it is 

difficult to do after the roof is attached. Carefully bend the first roof piece so that 

it follows the curve around the backer and buts up against the front wall. This roof 

piece should also rest on top of the center arch support. Make sure it is centered so 

that the ends of the roof piece will glue to the sides of the 1/8” square wood floor 

bracing. When you are sure of the roof location begin gluing at the top of the arches 

and work your way down a little bit at a time holding the roof piece in contact with 

the arches as you go. Repeat for the rear roof section making sure it is butted up 

against the front roof section over the center arch. This rear roof piece should 

overlap the rear wall slightly if everything is square. If it is slightly off, it is ok as 

this will be covered by corrugated by corrugated sheet metal anyways. Apply the 

corrugated roofing material to the card sub roof. We applied the corrugations 

running horizontally up most of the wall and then used corrugated running across the 

roof. See photos. There were many different methods of covering these structures 

with corrugated sheeting, so apply as you like.

Kit Contents

Kit Notes
This kit was originally designed by Thomas Yorke and is now being produced by 
Frenchman River Model Works. We have tried to keep it as true to his original 

design and construction as possible. The following are his original instructions. Any 
additions or clarifications are marked with an asterisk. We chose to paint and 

finish our display model differently than what Tom describes here.
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Resin Parts

1     Front Wall
1     Front Wall Support Rib
1     Middle Support Rib
1     Back Wall
2     Front Doors
1     Swamp Cooler
1     Swamp Cooler Base
1     Duct Work
2     Window Side Pieces
1     Side Window
2     Door Side Pieces
1     Side Door
1     Back Door
2     Back Windows
2     Tractor Tires
1     Junk Pile
 

 Using a sharp hobby knife and file, trim off any flash. As with all our kits, 

please wash the resin parts in warm, soapy water, rinse and let air-dry. Thin CA 

adhesive is best for most assembly and medium viscosity CA adhesive works great 

for gluing on the corrugated siding. 

1. The Resin Castings. There are three main castings for the building end walls; one 

for the rear and two for the front. The rounded piece is the backer for the front 

wall. This provides a lip for the roofing material to affix to. Remove the large thin 

brace piece in the doorway and trim the edges smooth. Discard the piece removed. 

Use CA and bond the facade to the rear brace piece Be sure to line up the doorway 

opening and keep the base perfectly flat.
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Miscellaneous Parts

2     Thick Card Base Pieces*
2     Thin Card Sub Roof*
1     Extra Thin Card*
3     1/8 x 1/8 Lumber*
1     1/8” Square Tube Plastic*

1     1/8” Round Tube Plastic* 
1     Signage
1     Decal
3     Corrugated Metal Sheets

Instructions and Drawings
1     Window Glazing Material

*not pictured
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